Autumn Widdoes
EDUCATION
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 2015-2018 
MFA, Creative Writing
New York University, Tisch School of the Arts, 2007

MA, Performance Studies

Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College at Florida Atlantic University, 2003, Jupiter, FL  

BA, Liberal Arts with a focus in Interdisciplinary Philosophy 

Vietnam National University/Florida State University, 2000, Saigon, Vietnam 
Study abroad program in Vietnamese language, history, and musical traditions
Hillsborough High School, International Baccalaureate Program, 1999, Tampa, FL
IB Diploma
Ottheinrich Gymnasium Wiesloch, 1996-1997, Wiesloch, Germany 
YFU/Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange Program Scholarship recipient 
TRAINING

Los Angeles Review of Books/USC Publishing Workshop: 2017 Publishing Workshop Fellow

University of Nevada, Las Vegas: Mentorship Certificate Program and Green Dot Bystander Intervention Workshop
University of Nevada, Las Vegas: Graduate Assistant Orientation and 791 Composition Pedagogy Course

Florida League of International Baccalaureate Schools, Professional Development Conference, IB English and World Literature Workshop

Hillsborough County Public Schools:  Literacy and Technology Workshop
Hillsborough County Public Schools:  AP Language and Composition Workshop
Hillsborough County Public Schools PATH Training:  Workshops in Basic Teaching; Pedagogy; Classroom Management; Resume Skills; and Disability Awareness.  

Okinawa Board of Education English Language Teacher Training:  Workshops in ESL Activities for Middle School and High School; Effective Lesson Planning; Co-teaching Methods; Cultural Awareness; and the Use of Movement for Language Acquisition in the Classroom. 

SKILLS
Educational: Experience with lesson planning, analysis, organization, time and classroom management, cultural/diversity awareness training, and mentoring both undergraduates and graduate level peers.  

Language: Proficient in German, intermediate Japanese, beginner Vietnamese. 
Computer/technical: Proficient in Microsoft Office, A/V editing software, video editing, web design, digital language laboratory systems.
Publishing: Web content strategy, social media branding, mastering work flow, copy-editing and proofreading, event planning and coordination, SEO optimization, curating.  
Artistic: Trained in poetry, fiction, playwriting, screenwriting adaptation, acting, directing, ballet, jazz dance, dance improvisation, and teaching theater.   
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
English Department, University of Nevada, Las Vegas:  Las Vegas, Nevada, August 2015 - current

Graduate Teaching Assistant and Writing Center Consultant

· Instruct 1st Year Composition, upper division Business Writing, and Creative Writing courses;  

· Facilitate students’ comprehension of concepts such as the rhetorical situation, the process of writing, critical thinking, analysis, the principles of business writing and business forms, as well as introduction to writing short stories, poetry, and writing for performance in order for them to succeed at the university level;

· Create lesson plans and writing activities that will allow students to gain a sense of confidence and authority in their writing in order for them to achieve their goals throughout their university career;

· Implement all lessons with reference to the University Undergraduate Learning Outcomes;
· Hold office hours to advise students towards the completion of their coursework;
· Proofread and guide students in the writing process;
· Proficient with WebCampus and hybrid online-in class courses;

· Knowledgeable in Canvas via current training workshops;
· Maintain a positive, inclusive, and respectful learning environment that is aimed to encourage students to become self-motivated and accountable for their own studies;
· Instruct via MLA, APA, and Chicago guidelines 
English Language Center, Youth Summer Program at University of California, Santa Barbara, June-August 2016

Coordinator of Academics and Head Teacher

· Oversaw the academics program for the UCSB-ELC summer language program;

· Maintained database for all students enrolled in the camp;

· Communicated and worked alongside the Program Director;

· Supervised instructors, offered in-class evaluations to new teachers and created a strong academics team;

· Taught courses in both advanced ESL grammar and advanced conversation;

· Maintained a positive, respectful learning environment that is aimed to encourage students to become self-motivated

and interested in learning the English language;

· Prepared payroll for instructors;

· Managed academics orientation and intake testing of students. 
International Baccalaureate Program, Hillsborough High School:  Tampa, Florida, January 2015 – July 2015
Teacher, English and World Literature, 12th and 10th grade

· Facilitated understanding of literary analysis in order to learn how to interpret novels, poetry, and plays; 

· Instructed students on proper composition for commentary and comparative analysis papers in preparation for their AP and IB Diploma examinations and future post-secondary studies; 
· Created exams and essay prompts as per IB and AP Literature and Composition curriculum.  Graded essays as per IB and AP Literature and Composition rubric;

· Incorporated creative writing and theater practices into the study of literature, poetry, plays, and the art of the novel/short stories;

· Designed and implemented all lessons, with reference to the IB and AP curriculum and with the use of the Socratic seminar as teaching strategy;

· Maintained a positive, respectful learning environment that is aimed to encourage students to become self-motivated and accountable for their own studies. 
Okinawa Prefecture Board of Education/JET Program:  Okinawa, Japan, 2010-2014
Assistant Language Teacher, 11th and 10th grade 

· Designed and implemented weekly English lessons for Oral Communications and English Expression classes; 
· Created and lead workshops on the importance of theater for expression and movement in the ESL Class at Okinawa Board of Education ESL Teacher Workshop Conferences;

· Lead students to place in the top three in Okinawa Prefecture speech contest two years in a row.  Lead students to finalists’ round in Okinawa Prefecture English skit/drama contest;
· Judged Prefecture and local level debate, speech, and skit contests.   

Hiyamikachi Arts and Culture School:  Okinawa, Japan, 2013-2014
Instructor

· Initiated and designed Introduction to Physical Theater and Theater for English Acquisition (ESL) classes for adult learners;

· Instructed beginner-to-advanced theater coursework in English and Japanese.
Ishigaki City Hall:  Ishigaki, Okinawa, Japan 2010-2011

Theater Instructor

· Lead children’s theater workshops and wrote and directed plays for city-wide cultural events promoting internationalization to the Ishigaki community.
SERVICE EXPERIENCE
University of Nevada, Las Vegas: Graduate & Professional Student Association Executive Board

Secretary, 2017-2018
· Editor of The Luminary, a newsletter distributed to all UNLV graduate and professional students. Redesigned the layout and look of the newsletter, promoted its distribution among students, and initiated engagement through a new focus on graduate student and department spotlights;
· Responsible for recording the GPSA full council minutes;
· Public speaking engagements to promote GPSA to graduate and professional students;
· Organized and introduced Professional Development workshops;
· Volunteered to record the Sponsorship/Funding committee’s minutes;
· Member of the Professional Development committee as well as the Student Sustainability Council committee.
Interim: A Journal of Poetry and Poetics

Managing Editor, 2016 – current

· Manage the daily operations for the journal and workflow for entire editorial team;

· Coordinate and publish the production of the yearly print issue;
· Organize and produce all public readings and events, including offsite events at AWP;

· Knowledgeable in starting and seeing through new programs/initiatives and yearly and multi-year projects;

· Strategize marketing initiatives with editorial team;
· Create yearly fiscal budgets and maintain expenditures;
· Research and draft grant proposals with editor and assistant editor;

· Communicate between vendors and UNLV administration and payroll in a timely manner;
· Oversee the management of social media and marketing strategies;

· Oversee both the social media and marketing intern and the managing editor intern;

· Proficient with Squarespace and Submittable;
· Current guest editor for the upcoming multimedia online issue on ‘The Body.’

University of Nevada, Las Vegas: Department of English Graduate Teaching Assistant Orientation

Professionalizing and Work/Life Balance Workshop Leader, 2017
University of Nevada, Las Vegas: Black Mountain Institute Emerging Writers Series

Committee Member, 2016-current
University of Nevada, Las Vegas Mentorship Certification Program
Fellow, 2016-2017
New News Literary and Performing Arts Series

Founder and organizer, 2010 - (on hiatus)

CONFERENCES
Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association: Salt Lake City, Utah 2016

Presented talk on Using Poetic Forms in Performance: The Structural Influence of Utakai and Renga on Kota Yamazaki's dance OQ. 
Far West Popular Culture Conference: Las Vegas, Nevada 2017
Presented talk on The Poetics of Potentiality: The Structural Influence of Literary Forms in Kota Yamazaki’s Dance OQ and Big Dance Theater’s Alan Smithee Directed This Play: Triple Feature
Far West Popular Culture Conference: Las Vegas, Nevada 2016

Presented talk on ‘The World is Mediocre’:  Chaos and Existence in Haruki Murakami’s A Wild Sheep Chase

Staged a reading of a selection from LAME C(ity)++
PUBLICATIONS
Poetry
“Meditations on Love in a Time of Fear,” Helen, Spring 2017. 

· 3rd Place, Helen Stewart Poetry Award
“A Range,” White Stag, 3.2: #Neogoddesses, 2016
“The Storm”, White Stag, 3.2: #Neogoddesses, 2016
“Teenage Kicks”, Words Dance, 2016

“The Human Condition”, Fourth & Sycamore, 2016

“Interstitial” Magma Poetry, 2003

PERFORMANCE WORK

Theater

The Naked Butler – Writer

10-Minute Play

· Presented at 4x6 Festival, CL Space, Tampa, Florida (2015)
LAME C(ITY)++ -- Writer/Director

Full length Play

· Presented at GASP! 2015, Tampa Museum of Art, Tampa, Florida (2015)
A Homecoming – Choreographer/Performer

Dance Theater performance

· Presented at Five by Five 2014, Tampa Museum of Art, Tampa, Florida (2014)
A Trace of the Echo – Writer/Performer

Dance Theater performance text

· Presented at the Japan Writers Conference, Okinawa Christian University, Okinawa, Japan (2013)

I/Labyrinth - Writer/Performer
Full length Dance Theater performance text
· Presented at Mythological Landscapes of the Body, Subterranean Arthouse, Berkeley, CA (2009); &Now Conference of Innovative Literary arts, Hallwalls, Buffalo, NY (2009); Factory/Market, Movement Research Spring Festival (AUNTS), RPPP and Grace Space, Brooklyn, NY (excerpt) (2009); Williamsburg Art NeXus, WAXWorks @ Triskelion Art Center, Brooklyn, NY (2009); I Believe in You, AUNTS is Dance Fall Series, Brooklyn, NY (2008); The Field, FAR Space Residency, New York, NY (2008)

· Finalist, Mabou Mines/Suite Artist in Residency

Echoes Through – Writer/Performer

Full length Choreopoem

· Presented at Japan Writers Conference, Okinawa Christian University, Okinawa, Japan (excerpt) (2013); New News Literary and Performance Series, Tampa, FL (excerpt) (2010); Dixon Place, New York, NY (2007).

· Finalist, Lark Playwrights Week

Kenji and Ai – Writer/Director

10-minute Play

· Presented at SHINSAI:  Theaters for Japan, Koza Community Arts and Cultural Center, Koza, Okinawa (2013)

Alice at the Edge of the Universe – Writer/Director

Movement Theater text

· Presented at Tiny Theater Festival, Brick Theater, Brooklyn, NY (2008)

Disappear Here – Writer/Director 

Short Musical Adaptation of Bret Easton Ellis’ “Less than Zero”

· Presented at Inbred-Hybrid Collective, Parkside Lounge, NY, NY (2008)

The Frog Prince (After David Wojnarowic’s “The Waterfront Journals”) – Writer/Performer
Monologue

· Presented at Inbred-Hybrid Collective, Parkside Lounge, NY, NY (2007)

What Can I Do Now That I’ve Spent My Life Studying the Physics of Goodbye (After John Yau’s “Borrowed Love Poems”) – Writer/Performer

Dance Theater performance text

· Presented at Aut 4 One, AUNTS is Dance Fall Series, Brooklyn, NY (2007)

C’est La London:  Life Beneath the Surface – Co-Writer/Performer

Monologues

· Presented at the Poetry Studio, London, UK (2004)
Video

Proposition #7

· Exhibition of video created with text from poet Michael Berger’s Iron Garters, Velveteen Rabbit, Las Vegas Nevada (2015).
Truth of My Songs: Poems of the Trobairitz – Director/Actor

Video

· Sections from Claudia Keelan’s translated book of poems produced for The Huffington Post (2015).
SIREN CALL (I will tell you something you don’t want to hear) – Choreographer/Director

Dance Film

· World premiere at Toride International Video Art Festival, Toride, Japan (2014).
ADDITIONAL WRITING CREDITS
Theater

The Half-Life of Eternity – Writer
Full length play

Video

A Haunting in Okinawa – Writer

Screenplay

The School for Magic – Writer

Screenplay

WORK IN PROGRESS

A Thousand Natural Shocks

Screenplay

Hallucination Machines
Full length collection of Poetry, Verse Drama, and Hybrid Poetry 
In Praise of Shadows

Tanka/Renga chapbook, bilingual Japanese and English, co-written with Sakurako Yamashita 

The Half-Life of Eternity

Novel in progress

